[Study of peripheral sensorineural function in a cohort of dental hygienists].
The aim of this study was to investigate over time the changes in thermotactile and vibrotactile sensitivity in a cohort of dental hygiene students exposed to high-frequency vibration from dental tools. Thermal perception thresholds for warmth and cold (TPT in degrees C) and vibrotactile perception thresholds (VPT in ms-2 r.m.s) at 31.5 Hz and 125 Hz were measured at the fingertips of the 2nd digit and 5th digit of both hands in 52 controls and 30 dental hygiene students. At baseline, there were no significant differences in either TPT or VPT between the two groups. No significant changes in tactile sensitivity were observed in the dental hygienists over 1-year follow-up period. In conclusion, shortterm exposure to high-frequency vibration from dental tools did not affect tactile sensitivity in a cohort of young dental hygienists.